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Russia, and all the countries under Napoleon's control,
such as Holland, the rest of Germany, and most of Italy.

Britain retaliated by Orders in Council which declared all
the ports from which Britain was excluded to be themselves
blockaded, and forbade any neutral ships to enter them save
by licence from Britain. The general result of this economic
warfare was to check all trade and bring widespread ruin.
But since Britain commanded the sea, her ships could bring
her goods, whereas the Continent itself must be at the
mercy of Britain's navy.

In order to make her control more absolute, Britain now
second decided to capture the Danish fleet.   George Canning, the
n- Foreign Secretary, knew that Napoleon meant to do so,

(ill?) and he resolved to forestall him. So for the second time
Copenhagen was bombarded (1807) and the Danish fleet
was captured by Britain.

At the same time an attack was made on France in the
west and West Indies, and Mauritius was taken from the French,
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indies while from their subordinate allies the Dutch, we took the
Dutch East Indies.

These successes were set off by two failures in 1807.

An expedition sent to take Buenos Aires failed, and also an

The attack on Constantinople. A third effort was the Walcheren

Expedition1 expedition in 1809.   This was to be a raid to destroy the
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ships and dockyards at Antwerp, but the commanders of
the fleet and army refused to work together, and the whole
affair was a failure.1 '

1 The Walcheren Expedition gave rise to an epigram, better known perhaps
than the expedition itself. The naval leader was Sir Richard Strachan and the
array commander, Chatham, Pitt's elder brother:

Great Chatham, with his sabre drawn,
Stood waiting for Sir Richard Strachan;

Sir Richard, longing to be at 'em,

Stood waiting for the Earl of Chathaml